
November- GSL School Readiness Preschool COVID Q and A for families 
 

   The health and safety of our staff, students and families are our top priority as we continue to 

offer preschool services during the 2020-2021 school year. I hope the answers to the questions 

below will help give some clarity to the policies and procedures we have in place at GSL 

School Readiness Preschool. We thank you for your patience and flexibility as we work 

together through these challenges. 

 

   Although K-12 has moved to a distance learning model as of Nov. 16, 2020, GSL School 

Readiness Preschool will continue to hold in-person preschool classes as long as we are able to 

do so safely, following guidance from the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) and the 

GSL District. We will notify families of any changes to preschool programming via email or 

phone as soon as any decisions related to quarantine or closure are made. 

 

Q: What happens if someone in my child’s classroom has a positive COVID-19 test? 

 

A:  Preschool staff will contact the GSL COVID Coordinator/Minnesota Department of Health. 

Their staff will investigate and determine the next step. We will follow the guidance from MDH 

(What To Do When Notified of a Lab-Confirmed Case of COVID-19 in a School or Child Care 

Setting).  

 

If a preschool student has a positive COVID-19 test, it is highly likely MDH will recommend 

closing an entire classroom for 14 days (where children and staff are consistently in close 

contact). This will depend on the extent of exposure and whether there is the possibility of 

ongoing transmission in the program. Any closure decisions will be made in consultation with 

the MDH team. 

 

Due to our program structure/staffing, closure of one class will affect other classes (AM/PM, 

Tue./Fri.).  If we are able to safely run a class with substitute staff members, we will continue to 

stay open.     

Q: What if my child tests positive for COVID-19? 

A: The current Minnesota Department of Health guidelines indicate that if a person tests 

positive for COVID-19, they should remain at home at least 10 days since symptoms first 

appeared and until they have no fever for at least 24 hours without medication and 

other symptoms have improved.   

 Household contacts (and anyone else who has been in “close contact” with 

someone who tests positive) should remain at home and begin a 14-day 

quarantine period, starting on the last day they were in close contact with the 

person who has COVID-19.  

 

Q: What if a household family member of a preschool student is diagnosed with COVID-19? 

A:  Please notify the preschool office of a positive COVID-19 test for a household family 

member.  We will inform GSL Health Services and they will determine your child’s “return to 

school date”.  Often, this is a 10 day “isolation” plus 14 day “quarantine”. 

 

  



Q: How will I be notified of my student’s exposure to COVID-19? 

 

A: You will be notified via email or phone of a COVID-19 exposure if someone in your child’s 

class tests positive. You would not be notified of a diagnosis in a classroom not attended by 

your child, unless it affects your child’s class. 

 

Q: If GSL School Readiness Preschool is closed due to a surge in the COVID-19, how will my 

tuition be reimbursed? 

 

A: If an individual classroom is closed due to a student or staff person testing positive for 

COVID-19 OR our entire preschool closes due to mandates by the state, we will follow our 

make-up schedule for adding additional days to the end of the year. If we are closed for 

additional days due to COVID-19 beyond the scheduled make up days, tuition will be 

prorated and reimbursed for the days missed. 

 

Q: What about large group events such as Holiday Visit Days? 

 

Events are pending based on state guidelines for gathering of large groups. We will keep you 

posted on the status of these events as they get closer. There will not be Holiday Visit Days this 

December. 

 

Q: What about closing preschool due to weather if K-12 is doing distance learning? 

 

A: We are planning that weather-related closings for preschool will be announced through TV 

and School Messenger calls from Mr. Sonju as in previous years, but it will note that K-12 is in 

Distance Learning and Preschool is cancelled. We will follow our make-up schedule for adding 

additional days to the end of the year.   

 

Please call or email me with additional questions or if you need clarity on any of the questions 

above. 

 

Alicia Beste 

abeste@gsl.k12.mn.us 

320.864.2681 


